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Lloyd Gregory Thrall is a Project Associate with the RAND Corporation, where he focuses on 

maritime economic and security issues in East Asia.  In particular, his research and intelligence 

community service has focused on natural resource security, sea lane security, naval 

modernization, and Chinese energy security policymaking.   

Mr. Thrall holds an MA with highest honors from the School of Oriental and African Studies 

(SOAS) at the University of London, where he studied the relationship between China’s national 

oil companies and central government and conducted research for the Royal United Services 

Institute (RUSI).  He subsequently served in the intelligence community, with the Office of 

Naval Intelligence and Defense Intelligence Agency, focusing primarily on offshore energy, 

strategic sea lanes, and naval modernization in Asia.  While at RAND, Mr. Thrall has researched 

a range of China-related issues:  the role of offshore resources in Beijing’s strategic calculus; 

China’s vulnerability to maritime blockade; China’s rare earths exports; Sino-African political 

and commercial relations; and the effects Sino-American conflict on regional economies and sea 

lanes.  Prior to university, Mr. Thrall served in Special Operations Command as a light 

infantryman with the 1
st
 Ranger Battalion.   

 

  


